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Tree swallows have a
clean white underbody with upper parts
shaded
iridescent
greenish blue. Adults
are about 15 cm tall
with dusky black
wings and tail. Their
tail is slightly forked,
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and they glide more
than other swallows in flight. These birds are hardier
than other swallows and can feed on seeds and berries
during colder months. They live in open areas near
water and woodlands, and nest in abandoned cavities
in dead trees or in nest boxes provided for them, such
as those at Rackham’s Pond.

Osprey have brown
backs with white
underparts,
white
heads with dark marks
running from their
beak, past their eyes to
the back of their
heads. Their wings
have a distinctive bend
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mid-wing making it
easy to identify from below. Osprey can often be seen
flying and hovering near open salt or fresh water, scanning the surface below for fish. Males usually collect
most of the nesting materials – sticks, bark, vines, grasses, and sometimes algae – and build their nests high up
in trees or on telephone poles, and take readily to nesting platforms such as the one at Rackham’s Pond.

BATS
There are two species
of bat known to breed
on PEI: the little
brown bat (Myotis
lucifugus) and the
northern long-eared
bat (Myotis septentrionalis). During the
summer months these
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bats frequent forests,
streams, fields and other areas feeding on a wide range
of flying insects. There is little information about the
Island's winter bat populations. Bats tend to hibernate
in large groups during the winter months in locations
that have constant but cool (above freezing) temperatures such as caves and large tree cavities. Small numbers may also hibernate inside old barns, abandoned
wells and old buildings with stone foundations. One
way that landowners can attract bats to their property
is to create new roosting opportunities by providing
bat houses, such as the one at Rackham’s Pond.
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Wood ducks have a
unique shape among
ducks – a boxy, crested
head, a thin neck, and
a long, broad tail.
Males have a glossy
green head cut with
white stripes, a chestnut breast, and buffy
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sides. Females are
gray-brown with a white-speckled breast. In general,
they stick to wet areas with trees or extensive cattails
but can be found in wooded swamps, marshes, streams,
beaver ponds, and small lakes. Unlike most waterfowl,
wood ducks perch and nest in trees and are comfortable flying through woods. As cavity nesters, wood
ducks take readily to nest boxes, such as those at Rackham’s Pond.

